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Co-op News

CENTRAL TEXAS EC
FEBRUARY 19 ,  2019

Regular Board 
Meeting Recap

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

Central Texas Electric Cooperative
members can like their co-op on
Facebook. On the CTEC Facebook
page, members can find information
on energy efficiency, co-op meetings,
outages, CTEC’s community involve-
ment, fun contests and other timely
information you can use—so like us
today.

IF YOU WERE TO POLL A RANDOM SAMPLE OF LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL
or college students about their career aspirations, not many

would have electrical line work at the top of their lists. And truthfully, anyone
considering a career in the utility industry would be wise to carefully consider
this specific role.

Line work is no picnic. Lineworkers often must battle the elements and work long,
irregular hours to restore outages as quickly as possible. They take on many of the

challenges of a first responder’s
dangerous work with perhaps
less recognition, and, through it
all, they must maintain a
friendly and professional
demeanor as customer-facing
representatives of their
employer. But for the right per-
son, the job’s rigors are more
than offset by its rewards.

Central Texas Electric
Cooperative’s lineworkers have
lit up our members’ lives since
1947, powering people’s dreams
and empowering them to
achieve their goals. From pro-
viding the lamplight that our
members study by to the inter-
net connectivity most of us
need to move ahead profes-
sionally, electricity is the

unseen, often unconsidered workhorse humming in the background. Our linemen
are the unsung facilitators of this energy source and form a brotherhood in their
daily reckoning with and management of this volatile but crucial resource.

That’s why we honor them annually on National Lineman Appreciation Day,
April 8 this year.

Since there is no equivalent day of tribute for our equally integral behind-the-
scenes staff at the cooperative and other crew members, we ask that you include all
our employees in your expressions of gratitude this month. Central Texas EC works
as a team to keep your lights on. Some of our workers risk life and limb in the after-
math of torrential rain while others weather storms of a different sort. Member
services staff often absorb the brunt of members’ frustrations, and dispatchers must
allocate co-op resources and personnel effectively and efficiently during chaotic
weather events, often while juggling other tasks. 

Please join us this month in thanking all lineworkers and electric cooperative
staff. Their service and pride brighten our community immeasurably.

Rigors and Rewards

MESSAGE FROM
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER ROBERT A. LOTH III Meeting called to order and prayer offered.

Approved: Minutes of the January 22,
2019, Regular Board Meeting 

Approved: January 16–February 4, 2019,
Membership List and Mem-
bership Conversions 

Reviewed: Preliminary Financial and
Statistical Reports for Year
Ended December 31, 2018 

Reviewed: Close Forecast for 2018
Reviewed: Property and Liability Insur-

ance Renewal Information 
Reviewed: Rate Comparisons 
Established: Compensation and Benefits

Board Committee 
Reviewed: Board Policy No. 3 
Approved: Revision to Board Policy 

No. 2 
Approved: Quorum Change To Be Pre-

sented to and Voted on by
the Membership at 2019
Annual Meeting 

Approved: 2019 NRECA Membership
Dues 

Tabled: 2019 Touchstone Member-
ship Dues 

Meeting adjourned.
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

2019 District Meetings Scheduled

Emergency Contact 

To report electric service interruptions,
please call the Central Texas Electric
Cooperative office in your area at the
number listed below:

1-800-900-CTEC (2832)

Central Texas
Electric Cooperative
Fredericksburg (headquarters)
386 Friendship Lane
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(830) 997-2126 | 1-800-900-CTEC (2832)

Llano
1410 E. State Highway 29, Llano
(325) 247-4191

Kingsland
Nob Hill Subdivision
706 Cottonwood St., Kingsland
(325) 388-4542

Mason
1881 E. State Highway 29, Mason
(325) 347-6314

Office Hours
8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday

Website
ctec.coop

C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R

Robert A. Loth III

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
Mark Hahn, President, Mason County
Tim Lehmberg, Vice President, Gillespie County
Doylene Bode, Secretary, Gillespie County
Charles E. Pearson, Treasurer, Gillespie County
Jack Asbill, Mason County
Rex Brand, Kerr County
Tommy Duncan, Llano County
Allen Goodwin, Kendall County
Stanley Keese, Llano County
James Low, San Saba County
W.C. “Dub” Stewart, Llano County

AT THE OCTOBER 2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, BOARD MEMBERS APPROVED THE
schedule for this year’s district membership meetings. The meetings will be held as
follows:

MONDAY, JUNE 3
DISTRICT 6 
(SAN SABA COUNTY AREA)
Cherokee High School cafeteria

TUESDAY, JUNE 4
DISTRICT 3 
(MASON, MCCULLOCH, MENARD AND NORTHERN KIMBLE COUNTIES AREA)
Richard P. Eckert Civic Center
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

THURSDAY, JUNE 6
DISTRICT 2 
(KERR, REAL AND SOUTHERN KIMBLE COUNTIES AREA)
Ingram Elementary School cafeteria
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

MONDAY, JUNE 10
DISTRICT 4 
(LLANO COUNTY AREA)
Llano High School auditorium
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

TUESDAY, JUNE 11
DISTRICT 1 
(KENDALL COUNTY AREA)
Comfort High School auditorium

THURSDAY, JUNE 13
DISTRICT 5 
(GILLESPIE AND BLANCO COUNTIES AREA)
Fredericksburg High School auditorium
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

Meetings will be held in each district, but only districts 2, 3, 4 and 5 will elect candi-
dates for the board of directors. Districts 1 and 6 will still meet to exchange informa-
tion between co-op management and members. Official meeting announcements will
be included in the May issue of Texas Co-op Power. The names of all candidates whose
applications were approved by the credentials and election committee in March will
be listed on the district meeting notice mailed to all cooperative members. The issue
will also contain each member’s official registration information. Watch for it and save
it to bring with you to your June district meeting.
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CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE’S DISTRICT MEETINGS
are scheduled to take place in each of the co-op’s six districts
this June. Elections will be held in Mason, Ingram, Llano and
Fredericksburg as part of the process for selecting nominees
for directors from those districts.

Votes Must Be Cast in Person
Under the co-op’s bylaws, voting by proxy is not allowed at dis-
trict meetings. “This rule was implemented about 23 years ago
with the input of a member advisory committee,” CTEC CEO
Bob Loth said, “because our members and our directors wanted
to make sure that the voice of members attending district meet-
ings was given appropriate weight and to ensure the local nature
of the selection of nominees.” Because of the prohibition on
proxy voting, a person holding power of attorney for a member
cannot us e that instrument to vote at a district meeting.

Joint Memberships
CTEC bylaws provide that a married couple may establish a
joint membership, and when they do so, either spouse may
vote for the membership. This includes the right to vote at dis-
trict meetings. However, it is important to note that not all
memberships established for married couples are set up as
joint memberships. The option belongs to the person or per-
sons filling out the application for service with the co-op. In
addition to its effect on voting, joint membership creates spe-
cific legal rights with regard to the membership account.

Members can determine whether they hold a joint mem-
bership by calling their local co-op office. If a membership is
not a joint membership, the spouse of a member will be
allowed to vote for the membership (with approved identifica-
tion) unless the owner of a single membership has indicated in
writing that such a privilege is not to be allowed.

Converting to a Joint Membership
A membership can be converted to a joint membership by
written request of the member and execution of a member-
ship agreement by the member and his or her spouse. These
converted memberships must be approved by the co-op’s
board of directors. In accordance with the bylaws, for a joint
membership to be voted as such at a district meeting, the
converted membership must be approved on or before the
second Tuesday in May preceding the district meeting. To
meet this deadline for 2019 district meetings, requests to
convert memberships to joint memberships must be submit-
ted so they are received in the co-op headquarters office by
5 p.m. Tuesday, May 14.

Firms, Associations and Corporations
Authorized representatives of businesses, community clubs,
churches, trusts and similar organizations that hold co-op
memberships are permitted to vote at district meetings.

Call To Clarify Voting Status
Questions about the status of a membership account as a joint
or individual account can be directed to the CTEC Member
Services Department at 1-800-900-2832. In Fredericksburg,
the local number is (830) 997-2126. As noted above, a member
has the right to convert an individual membership to a joint
membership by completing a new membership application,
but because the application must be approved, strict deadlines
must be observed. In other circumstances, it may be appropri-
ate to set up a membership as a business or trust account,
enabling an authorized representative of the business or trust
to cast the member’s vote.

Questions about these arrangements also can be answered
by calling the phone numbers above. 

District Meeting Voting Summary
Members must be present to vote at the meeting. Proxy votes are
not allowed.

At all member meetings, the spouse of a member will be
allowed to vote the membership, whether single or joint, unless
the owner of a single membership has indicated in writing that
such voting privilege is not to be allowed.

Under the bylaws, requests to convert single memberships to
joint memberships must be approved by the board of directors
at their meeting on the second Tuesday in May.To meet this
deadline for the 2019 district meetings, these requests must
be submitted to CTEC headquarters no later than 5 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14. 

Call CTEC if you have any questions about voting your
membership.

Voting at District Meetings
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Lineman Appreciation Day
Monday, April 8

When the lights
go out, it’s their
time to shine.
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ALONG THE BANKS OF THE LLANO RIVER, BETWEEN LLANO AND
Mason, is the tiny town of Castell, home of the Castell General
Store. On any given weekend, the bright yellow building is the
center of activity in town. Cars, pickups and the occasional all-
terrain vehicle fill the parking area, seemingly drawn by the
mesquite smoke that fills the air.
The Castell General Store’s building originally housed a

blacksmith shop in the 1920s. Since then, it has been a gas sta-
tion and a mechanic shop, but now beer, burgers and barbecue
are the big draw.
Steaks, handcrafted burgers and, of course, good old Texas

barbecue are served up amidst longnecks and small-town
camaraderie. The store is closed Mondays, but every other day
of the week, lunch is served from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., when
mouthwatering burgers and grilled chicken sandwiches are
served. But come early on Saturdays to enjoy the store’s savory
barbecue before it sells out. 
Though it’s best known for its food, Castell General Store

has far more to offer. If you want to fish or just float, the store
has you covered. Bait and tackle are available for purchase, and
the store rents out kayaks and inner tubes.
The spring-fed Llano River winds around boulders and

In Castell, All Is Swell
BY PATRICIA STEHLING
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through limestone flats that highlight crystal-clear water. In the
spring, wildflowers dot the riverbank and roadsides on your way
to Castell. “You can go downriver to 103, and it is about a 5-mile
track,” said Marc Leifeste, Castell General Store co-owner. “If
you are just paddling nice and easy, it is about two and a half
hours, and we will pick you up down at the end.” 

Castell General Store also hosts events throughout the year,
including a bike race and various cook-offs and wine festivals,
but its most popular event is the annual Testicle Festival. The
culinary trend of “calf fries” started several years ago and con-
tinues to grow in popularity each year. “We will have three or
four bands; they start at noon and play through the night,”
Leifeste said. “We serve calf and turkey fries and french fries

for people that want a different snack. We do have barbecue
during the day, and at night we have hamburgers or food
trucks.”

The Testicle Festival is held the third weekend in May, and
the store expects 500-plus visitors. “Every year it grows, so we
are doing something right,” Leifeste said.

The Castell General Store also has an indoor event space
called the Roost. It’s perfect for birthday parties, reunions or
any large get-together. “We have done some corporate retreats,
and they rent all the B&Bs around here, and we catered all
their meals, and they did their meetings back there,” Leifeste
said. “One owner said, ‘We’ve done meetings at the Ritz-Carl-
ton, and we had more fun here than anywhere else.’ ”

castellgeneralstore.com 19522 Ranch Road 152
(325) 247-4100 Castell 78643

“We get all kinds of people here,” Leifeste
said, “millionaires to cattle ranchers.”
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One lucky Central Texas EC
member will win 5 season passes!
Get details and enter online at

TexasCoopPower.com/contests.
Find Schlitterbahn info at schlitterbahn.com.
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APRIL 10

Editor’s note: This essay earned Mia Aba-
gail Torres, a senior at Fredericksburg
High School, a trip to Washington, D.C., as
part of Central Texas Electric Coopera-
tive’s Government-in-Action Youth Tour
contest. Her essay is the first in a series of
winning compositions that will be printed
in Texas Co-op Power. The views
expressed in this essay are not necessarily
those of Central Texas EC.

First Responders: Our Responders
The lights go out, the fridge stops run-
ning, and everything goes black, you
frantically feel your way around the
house trying to find the matchbox. You
find the matches and you light the can-
dle, all is finally OK. You sit wondering
when the electricity will work again, you

call the neighbors asking if theirs went out too, they say yes. You take a sigh of relief,
but then again you are alone, you are cold, and you are scared, all you have is a flick-
ering candle to keep you company.

This feeling I described has happened to all of us. It is not just those who live out
of the city's limits—it is everybody. When this occurs, the men and women of this
industry drop everything they are doing to find the problem and fix it. They run
directly into the eye of the storm while people like you and me run from it. They
climb to heights which would make a fool out of some, including me. This job is not
for everybody, just the few that are brave enough to risk their lives in order to help
those of their communities. Instead of complaining that they work 16-hour days,
they embrace the horrible weather and lack of sleep because they know it is for a
better cause.

With each natural disaster, they are behind the scenes working long and grueling
hours to restore the power so we can go about our day. No matter the instance, from
hurricanes to fires, without these brave men and women, we would be weeks,
months or even years without power.

Businesses, restaurants and even hospitals are affected when something as small
as a shortage occurs. Imagine a full week.

On a personal note, my grandfather was a lineman. He was passionate about
what he did and never once complained of the backbreaking work. Unfortunately,
due to a miscommunication, he was electrocuted during the job. I never had the
chance to meet him, but I have my grandma to tell me the stories he left behind.

I fully believe that the men and women of this industry should be considered
first responders. There is not a single doubt in my mind that they are fully deserving
of the title.

They do what some people cannot even begin to imagine doing. Whether or not
the linemen and women get the full praise of being a first responder, they will
always be one in my heart.

Essay Wins Local
Teen Youth Tour Trip
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UP TO100Mbps
Download Speed

CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC C0-OP
OFFERS UNLIMITED
INTERNET DATA PLANS

www.ctesc.net
All Plans require a 24 month commitment and $9.95 monthly Lease Service Plan fee. Service not available in all Central Texas Electric Co-op areas. Offer may be changed or withdrawn at
any time. Speeds are “up to”, not guaranteed, and will very. On the Unlimited Bronze, Silver and Gold service plans, after 40, 60, or 100 GB of data usage, respectively, Viasat may prioritize
your data behind other customers during network congestion. Viasat is service mark of Viasat Inc. CTESC Internet Services is a subsidiary of Central Texas Electric Co-op.

$69.95
FROM

PER MONTH

Local: 830-992-2240
Toll Free: 888-297-1340

Local: 830-992-2240
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