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Co-op News

SUMMER IS HERE, SCHOOL IS OUT AND FAMILIES ARE GEARING UP FOR
a few months of relaxation. While summer brings much fun in the

sun, it also can bring the occasional severe storm. In the event of a power outage, you
can trust that Central Texas Electric Cooperative is ready to respond. 

Most power outages are caused by damage to power lines from falling trees and
branches. We work year-round—through continuous right-of-way clearing—to

ensure power lines in our
service territory stand little
risk of being damaged by
trees, branches or other
types of vegetation.

Despite our best efforts,
transmission stations, sub-
stations and power lines
can incur damage during
major storms. When this
happens, our first priority
is to safely restore power to
as many members as possi-
ble in the shortest amount
of time. 

We start by mobilizing
our line crews and other
critical staff. Every phone

line available is utilized to take your outage report calls, but the best way to report an
outage is through our SmartHub app. The biggest problems—like damage to trans-
mission lines, which serve thousands of our members—are handled first. These prob-
lems must be corrected before we can focus on other areas where more localized
damage may have occurred.

Central Texas EC’s line crews inspect substations to determine if the problem
starts there or if there could be an issue farther down the line. If the root of the 
problem is at the substation, power can be restored to a large number of members 
at once. 

Next, line crews check the service lines that deliver power to neighborhoods and
communities. Once lineworkers are able to repair those damaged lines, power can be
restored for hundreds of members. If you continue to experience an outage, there
may be damage to a tap line outside of your home or business. Make sure you notify
Central Texas EC so crews can inspect these lines.

We will do our best to prevent power outages this summer, but sometimes Mother
Nature has other plans. In the event of an outage, you can rest assured we will work
to restore your power as swiftly and safely as possible.

We Are Prepared 
for Summer Storms

MESSAGE FROM
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER ROBERT A. LOTH III

Source: American Red Cross, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency

o Water
Three-day supply, 
one gallon per 
person per day.

Learn more at
ready.gov.

o Tools
Flashlight and 
extra batteries,
can opener, 
wind-up radio.

+

-

o Food
Three-day supply of 
nonperishable, 
high-energy food.

o Documents
Include copies of passports, 
birth certificates and 
insurance policies.

o First Aid, Medicine
First-aid supplies, 
hand sanitizer 
and at least a 
week’s supply 
of medications for 
the family.

Lights out?  
Store these 
items at home in 
case of an outage.

Be Ready 
Before a 
Storm Strikes
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COOPERATATA IVE PRINCIPLE

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND INFORMATION
Cooperatives provide education and training for their
members, elected representatives, managers and
employees so they can contribute effectively to the
development of their cooperatives. They inform the
general public, particularly young people and opinion
leaders, about the nature and benefits of cooperation.
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Editor’s note: This essay earned Ryan Jordan, a senior at Mason
High School, a trip to Washington, D.C., as part of Central Texas
Electric Cooperative’s Government-in-Action Youth Tour contest.
His essay is the third in a series of winning compositions that will
be printed in Texas Co-op Power.The views expressed in  this
essay are not necessarily those of Central Texas EC.

Electrical Linemen Should Be Considered First Responders
What influence do electrical linemen have on society? The
skill set and duty of an electrical lineman play a vital role in
our world today. Whether there is a power outage due to a
severe storm or maintaining electrical distribution, electrical
linemen often find themselves in harm’s way to provide a serv-
ice to society. Electrical linemen should be considered first
responders because of their willingness to be on call, their
response to disasters, and the risk of their lives for others.

First, electrical linemen are to be considered first respon-
ders because they are on call to secure electricity for our
livelihood even when disaster strikes, whether it be a severe
storm outage or a vehicle crashing into a power pole. Many
think of electrical linemen only as the people who maintain
our power lines but fail to realize their importance of
responding to electrical emergencies. Linemen are trained
on how to respond to emergencies and are required to work
under pressure and handle diverse situations. Their job
requires them to respond day or night. Just like other first
responders, these linemen sacrifice their time and are will-
ing to be in high-risk situations for the benefit of others.

Furthermore, electrical linemen should be considered first
responders because they typically respond to natural disas-
ters. These disasters include fires, hurricanes, ice storms, or
any natural disaster which interferes with electrical distribu-
tion. Most of the time these linemen lead the way for other
first responders making it safe for them to carry out their
duty. The UWUA magazine called The Utility Worker recog-
nized linemen as first responders during hurricanes Harvey
and Irma. The magazine stated, "When disaster strikes, we are
on the scene doing those things that make it possible for other
first responders, including police and fire personnel, to do
their job." This quote supports why I believe electrical linemen
should be considered first responders.

Most importantly, like first responders, electrical linemen
put their lives on the line every day for the well-being of oth-
ers. Linemen work at tall heights and with high-voltage energy.
On average, linemen work around 7,200 volts of energy at an
average height of fifteen feet. Many times they have to perform

these tasks in storms or during night hours. According to the
2008 Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries, the job of an elec-
trical lineman calculated about 29.8 deaths per 100,000 work-
ers. This dangerous job is not one to overlook.

Our world today runs and functions off electricity. Without
dedicated linemen, we would not be able to have this luxury
and what many consider a necessity. Electrical linemen
should be considered first responders because of their service
to all people, no matter the difficult circumstances. The next
time you see an electrical lineman serving us fifteen feet in
the air or rushing into a storm, think of these men as our first
responders.

Essay Wins Local Teen
Spot on Youth Tour Trip

RYAN JORDAN
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Power Tip
If you’re replacing or expanding
outdoor lighting, look for LED 
products and fixtures for pathways,
steps and porches. Many have 
features like automatic daylight
shut-off and motion sensors. 
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Attend Your Co-op District Meeting
BE A RESPONSIBLE MEMBER. ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN YOUR DISTRICT’S MEETING,
held during the first two weeks of June. Meetings start promptly at 6:30 p.m. Here’s
the schedule:

Meetings will be held in each district, but only districts 2, 3, 4 and 5 will elect a
candidate for the board of directors. Districts 1 and 6 will still meet to exchange
information between co-op management and members. An important video will be
presented that explains issues affecting CTEC members. Please remember to check
Texas Co-op Power to see which district you’re in, and bring the registration card
from that issue to your meeting to expedite registration.

Each member who attends will receive a $10 bill credit. See you at the meeting!

MONDAY, JUNE 3—DISTRICT 6
(San Saba County area)
Cherokee High School cafeteria

TUESDAY, JUNE 4—DISTRICT 3
(Mason/McCulloch/Menard/
northern Kimble counties area)
Richard P. Eckert Civic Center
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

THURSDAY, JUNE 6—DISTRICT 2
(Kerr/Real/southern Kimble counties area)
Ingram Warrior Theater*
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

MONDAY, JUNE 10—DISTRICT 4
(Llano County area)
Llano High School auditorium
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

TUESDAY, JUNE 11—DISTRICT 1
(Kendall County area)
Comfort High School auditorium

THURSDAY, JUNE 13—DISTRICT 5
(Gillespie/Blanco counties area)
Gillespie County Fairgrounds*
DIRECTOR NOMINEE ELECTION

*Change of venue

CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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Wunderlich Retires
CONGRATULATIONS TO ROGER WUNDER-
lich, serviceman/lineman first class, on
his retirement!

Wunderlich devoted 34 years of dedi-
cated service to Central Texas Electric
Cooperative.
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On June 3, 1889, the first long-distance transmission
of electricity took place, linking a powerhouse at
Willamette Falls to a string of lights in Portland, 
Oregon, 14 miles to the west. 

Did You Know?
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

Participation Is Key

Emergency Contact 

To report electric service interruptions,
please call the Central Texas Electric
Cooperative office in your area at the
number listed below:

1-800-900-CTEC (2832)

Central Texas
Electric Cooperative
Fredericksburg (headquarters)
386 Friendship Lane
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(830) 997-2126 | 1-800-900-CTEC (2832)

Llano
1410 E. State Highway 29, Llano
(325) 247-4191

Kingsland
Nob Hill Subdivision
706 Cottonwood St., Kingsland
(325) 388-4542

Mason
1881 E. State Highway 29, Mason
(325) 347-6314

Office Hours
8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday

Website
ctec.coop

C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R

Robert A. Loth III

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
Mark Hahn, President, Mason County
Tim Lehmberg, Vice President, Gillespie County
Doylene Bode, Secretary, Gillespie County
Charles E. Pearson, Treasurer, Gillespie County
Jack Asbill, Mason County
Rex Brand, Kerr County
Tommy Duncan, Llano County
Allen Goodwin, Kendall County
Stanley Keese, Llano County
James Low, San Saba County
W.C. “Dub” Stewart, Llano County

WHEN YOU HAVE AN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE AS YOUR UTILITY PROVIDER, YOU ARE A
member-owner rather than a customer. As a valued member of Central Texas Elec-
tric Cooperative, we ask for your participation in our annual meeting. 
Each year, we look forward to bringing CTEC members together and sharing

information about your co-op. Cooperatives follow democratic processes that allow
each member to vote in board member elections, participate in policymaking and
influence the company they own by sharing their ideas and concerns. This upcom-
ing annual meeting is no exception. 
At this year’s annual meeting, your co-op will elect four board members, three of

whom will be new to the board, as some district representatives have reached their
term limit. There are also
proposed changes to the co-
op’s bylaws that need to be
voted on by member-owners.
In order to conduct this
business, a quorum needs to
be established. A quorum is
the minimum number of
members that must be pres-
ent to make the proceedings
of that meeting valid.
We understand that not

all our members will be able
to attend the annual meet-
ing in person, but that
doesn’t mean you cannot
participate in the business
being conducted and help
establish a quorum. If a
member cannot attend the
meeting in person, they can
mail in a proxy. A proxy
gives authority to the coop-
erative’s proxy committee to
vote on the member’s behalf
and counts toward the quo-
rum total.
Sending in your proxy is

easy. Look for the proxy card
on the back of your August
issue of Texas Co-op Power.
There is a prepaid envelope located in the magazine to mail the proxy to our audi-
tors. It is simple but so important. 
While using the proxy is a great way to be involved and participate, we still

encourage in-person attendance. Being there allows you to partake in the meeting’s
discourse and hear questions from other engaged members, get information about
the state of the co-op, have a chance to meet with the board of directors and co-op
staff, and, of course, possibly win a door prize. 
At CTEC, we are your neighbors, and we look forward to seeing you at your

annual meeting Tuesday, August 20, at 7 p.m. at Mason City Park.
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THE OPERATION ROUND-UP BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOP-
erative recently approved a grant for the Gillespie County Committee on Aging.
Locally known as the Golden Hub, the committee provides opportunities to

enhance quality of life for senior citizens in Gillespie County by providing nutri-
tious meals as well as social and health-related
activities. The $1,500 grant will help fund the
committee’s Meals on Wheels program. The
check was presented to Golden Hub director
Denise Usener by Bernard Selensky, Operation
Round-Up board president.
Neighbors helping neighbors is a longtime Hill

Country practice, and it’s what CTEC members
who voluntarily partici-
pate in Operation
Round-Up have done in
this case.
By having their 

electric bills rounded up
to the next whole dollar
each month, more than
1,500 enrolled coopera-
tive members have been
able to make a difference
in the lives of several
families.
CTEC members who

haven’t signed up for
Operation Round-Up can
do so simply by picking
up the phone and calling
any CTEC office to enroll
one or all of their
accounts. The average
contribution comes to 50
cents per month, or just
$6 for an entire year.
One-time monetary

contributions to Opera-
tion Round-Up also are
accepted: Just call any of
the member service rep-
resentatives at any CTEC

office and tell them your preference. All donations are tax-deductible.
CTEC serves more than 40,000 meters. For less than the cost of a soda per

month, co-op members can have their accounts rounded up, too. It’s an easy, inex-
pensive way to become part of a great community program through your co-op
membership.

CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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Congratulations to
Our Schlitterbahn
Prizewinner
YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED A SPECIAL
giveaway Central Texas Electric Coopera-
tive promoted recently in honor of Texas
Co-op Power’s 75th anniversary. As we
reach the midpoint of this celebratory
year, we’d like to congratulate the winner
of five season passes to Schlitterbahn:
Angela Watson from Kerrville. Enjoy this
fun summer excursion on us!

To our members who didn’t win—
don’t worry, there are still plenty of
opportunities to try your luck. We have
more prizes up our sleeves as we cele-
brate with you for the remainder of 2019.
Every month, members of Central Texas
EC will have a chance to win a uniquely
Texan treasure.

These giveaways complement some
other commemorative features Texas Co-
op Power showcases this year. We have
print and video versions of recipes pulled
from the archives and updated for mod-
ern tastes, a 12-month Hit the Road
series with The Daytripper Chet Garner
and thought-provoking Currents time-
lines each month that mark significant
events spanning the magazine’s history,
across a broad swath of topics.

Amid the anniversary festivities,
don’t forget our themed monthly recipe
and photography contests, which we
hope you take advantage of, too. We
can’t wait to see the fruits of our mem-
bers’ creativity.

CTEC Operation Round-Up
Awards Grant

For more information about the Golden Hub
and the services they offer, contact:

THE GOLDEN HUB 
1009 N. Lincoln St.
Fredericksburg 78624
goldenhub.org
(830) 997-7131
denise@goldenhub.org
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CENTRAL TEXAS EC
APRIL  9 ,  2019

Regular Board 
Meeting Recap

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

Central Texas Electric Cooperative mem-
bers can like their co-op on Facebook. On
the CTEC Facebook page, members can
find information on energy efficiency, co-
op meetings, outages, CTEC’s community
involvement, contests and other timely
information you can use—so like us today.

Meeting called to order and prayer offered. 
Reviewed: Operations and Outages

Report
Approved: Minutes of the Regular

Board Meeting Held March
19, 2019

Approved: March 8–April 1, 2019, 
Membership List and 
Membership Conversions

Reviewed: Safety Report for Two
Months Ended February 28,
2019

Reviewed: Financial and Statistical
Reports for Year Ended
December 31, 2018

Reviewed: National Rural Utilities
Cooperative Finance Corpo-
ration Financial and Statisti-
cal Report for Year Ended
December 31, 2018

Reviewed: Financial and Statistical
Reports for Two Months
Ended February 28, 2019

Approved: Resolution Authorizing Allo-
cation of 2018 Patronage
Capital

Reviewed: CEO Expenses for 2018
Reviewed: Director Expenses for 2018
Approved: Audit Report for Year Ended

December 31, 2018
Approved: Amendment to CTEC Bylaws
Approved: Amendment to Board Policy

No. 4
Reviewed: Board Policy No. 6
Meeting adjourned.

1. INSTALL A PROGRAMMABLE THERMOSTAT. THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SAYS
you can save up to $150 a year on heating and cooling bills if you do—and if you pro-
gram the thermostat properly. Some homeowners who buy programmable thermo-
stats continue to manually adjust the temperature instead of setting the device to
automatically raise and lower the temperature for maximum savings.

2. Raise your air conditioner’s temperature to 78 degrees. If you usually leave it at
72 degrees, this change could save you up to 18% on your cooling bill.

3. Turn off your computer. You could save $75 a year if you shut it down when
you’re not using it. A tip: Plug your computer, printer and scanner into a power strip
or surge protector and shut the whole thing down when you’re finished using it for
the day.

4. Don’t use your oven. Especially when the weather is really warm, prepare
unheated meals instead, or heat your food in a microwave or toaster oven.

5. Lower your water heater’s temperature to 120 degrees. The DOE estimates that
heating water accounts for up to 25% of the energy your home consumes.

6. Use ceiling fans. But turn them on only while you’re in the room. A fan circu-
lates the air so you feel cooler, but it doesn’t actually cool the room. So leaving a fan
on in an empty room is a waste of electricity.

7. Plant trees around your house to shade windows from the sun and to block wind
from blowing into the house through cracks and crevices.

8. Replace all incandescent and CFL lightbulbs in your house with LEDs. These mod-
ern lightbulbs are more energy efficient because more of the electricity they con-
sume is used for light rather than heat.

9. Move your lamps and TV away from the thermostat. The heat they emit can trick
the thermostat into working overtime to cool your home.

10. Wash only full loads of laundry and wash clothes in cold water to save as much as
$63 a year.

10 Ways To Save on Energy Bills

During warm
weather, prepare 
a cool meal instead
of using your oven.
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